BOROUGH  OF  GLASTONBURY. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1915. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  Glastonbury. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1915.  By  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  the  interest 
of  economy,  I have  made  the  Report  as  concise  as  possible,  omitting  unimportant 
detail  that  is  usually  given. 


AREA. — 5,000  Acres. 

POPULATION. — 3,908.  Estimated  for  1915. 

BIRTH  RATE. — 83  Births  (48  males,  35  females),  giving  a birth  rate  of 
21.23  per  1,000  per  annum. 


DEATH  RATE. — 50  Deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  12.79  per  1,000  per 
annum.  Corrected  death  rate,  16.88.  Sixteen  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
institutions  outside  the  Borough.  These  were  residents  in  the  district.  Thirty- 
eight  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — Three  deaths,  giving  a rate  of  36.14  per 
1,000  births. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY.— Nil. 


COMPARISON  OF  LAST  THREE  YEARS: 


1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

Birth  Rate 

22.18 

19.05 

21.23 

Zymotic  Rate 

.22 

.47 

.09 

Death  Rate 

12.46 

13.82 

16.88 

Infant  Mort. 

144.4 

49.38 

36.14 

(per  1,000  births) 


NAME  OF  SUPPLY. — Glastonbury  Corporation  Waterworks. 

Samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  County  Laboratory 
early  in  the  year,  and  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  There  has  been  an  abundant 
supply  throughout  the  year. 


Area. 

Population. 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Inf  a ntile  Mortality 

Zymotic  Mortality 


Water  Supply. 


Prevalence  of 
Disease. 


Isolation  Hospital. 


Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act. 


Dairies,  W orkshops 
and  Cowsheds. 


Milk  Supply. 


Other  Foods  under 
the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 


Slaughter  Houses. 


Bake  Houses. 


Factory  and 
Workshops  Act. 


Elementary 

Schools. 


PREVALENCE  OF  DISEASE. — The  health  of  the  town  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year  was  good.  In  July,  however,  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet 
Fever  broke  out,  lasting  well  on  until  December.  Fortunately,  it  was  of  a 
particularly  mild  type.  Sixty-seven  cases  were  notified  to  me.  An  epidemic  of 
Measles  occurred  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  followed  by  whooping 
cough.  Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  but  fortunately  no  epidemic 
occurred.  Eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Two  of  these  cases  were 
Tubercular  Meningitis  occurring  in  children.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is 
higher  than  that  of  last  year.  The  Death  Rate  is  also  higher,  but  it  should  be 
noticed  that  38  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. — Fourteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
admitted  during  the  year.  None  ended  fatally.  The  Hospital  drainage  system  is 
now  connected  to  the  main  sewer. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. — During  the  year  96  inspections 
were  made,  together  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  under  the  Housing  Act,  1909. 
Minor  defects  to  the  number  of  19  were  notified  to  the  owners,  and  these  were 
to  a great  extent  remedied.  Three  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  closing  orders  were  issued  in  each  case.  One  of  these  has  now 
been  put  in  order,  and  the  closing  order  withdrawn.  A record  was  also  kept  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  offices,  backyards,  drains,  etc.  And  also  a note  taken 
of  any  structural  defects  in  the  houses  and  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  Sanitary  district  is  1,087,  four  new  houses  being  built 
in  1915.  The  number  in  1914  was  15.  There  is  no  apparent  shortage  of  houses 
in  the  Borough,  several  houses  being  now  vacant.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  In  one  case  a prosecution  was  ordered 
and  a magistrate’s  order  made  to  abate. 

DAIRIES,  MILKSHOPS  AND  COWSHEDS.— There  are  32  retail  and 
wholesale  vendors  of  milk  on  the  register,  and  the  whole  have  been  periodically 
inspected. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — Samples  of  milk  have  been  frequently  taken  for  analysis, 
all  of  which  have  been  satisfactory. 

OTHER  FOODS  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.— 
No  cases  of  unsound  food  have  been  reported  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — There  are  five  registered.  Frequent  inspections 
liave  been  made.  The  general  cleanliness  and  sanitary  condition  of  these  have 
been  quite  satisfactory.  One  prosecution  was  made  for  exposing  unsound  meat, 
and  the  offender  convicted  and  fined. 

BAKE  HOUSES. — Six,  and  periodical  inspections  have  been  made. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— Thirty-eight  on  register,  and 
periodical  inspections  have  been  made. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. — Two  in  the  Borough.  Although  the  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  was  so  widespread  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  close  the 
schools.  Owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  attack  very  few  cases  were  detected 
until  the  peeling  stage  had  set  in.  Every  child  was  inspected  once  a week  at 
the  Schools,  and  if  there  was  any  suspicion  of  peeling  the  child  was  immediately 
isolated  at  home.  In  this  way,  and  by  the  very  kind  help  given  me  by  the 
Teachers,  the  epidemic  was  stamped  out.  During  the  Christmas  holidays  both 
, Schools  and  also  the  three  Sunday  Schools  were  thoroughly  fumigated  and 
sprayed. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.— Only  one  is  registered  in  the  Borough. 
It  is  generally  kept  clean  and  in  a sanitary  condition. 


The  Tuberculous  Dispensary  continues  to  do  excellent  work. 


In  all  cases  of  Phthisis,  after  death  or  removal,  thorough  disinfection  of 
premises,  clothing,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Izol  especially 
being  used  for  spraying. 


The  following  Act  has  been  adopted: — 

1.  Notification  of  Births  Act  (Extension)  1915. 

Appended  is  the  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  whose 
co-operation  during  the  year  has  been  of  the  greatest  value. 


I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  ALDRIDGE, 

Dated  Eeb.  29th,  1916.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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